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By the time that this was realised by the authorities, the
stability and development of the Soviet system had changed
the attitude of the professional classes, who in the majority of
cases have travelled from hostility to indifference and from
indifference to support. At the same time there had been a
great increase in schools and higher educational institutions, so
that the question of origin was becoming less important. By 1932,
as mentioned in another chapter, a great drive was in progress
for the improvement of quality in every sphere of Soviet life,
including education. A way had to be found to test quality
before its lack was made obvious in bad work; and the Soviets
returned to the examination.
It would be quite wrong to regard this as a return to old
methods, however. The examinations in Soviet education differ
considerably, both in purpose and technique, from the examina-
tions that obtained in Russia prior to the Revolution, or from
those that obtain in countries outside the U.S.S.R.
We all recognise that, when posts are limited and applicants
are unlimited, some method of selection must be devised; when
places in secondary schools and universities are few and appli-
cants are many, again a method of selection must be devised.
And we in England have accepted, rather than selected, the
examination as the easiest way out of the difficulty. The Soviets
have not our problems. There is a scarcity of skilled workers,
and opportunities for education are increasing so rapidly that,
by 1988, education will be compulsory in all towns and industrial
settlements up to eighteen years, and in rural areas up to
sixteen years. A few more years after that will see compulsory
education up to eighteen years over the whole of the Soviet
Union. Therefore the purpose of examinations in the U.S.S.R.
is not to select a fortunate or unfortunate few to enter secondary
schools, or a still more fortunate or unfortunate few to enter the
university. Their purpose is to test knowledge, to find out whether
pupils have really covered the syllabus and whether they have
intelligently acquired the knowledge demanded by the authorities.
In the universities the entrance examination is a test of